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SUBJECT: KUWAIT MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS 

REF: 76 KUWAIT 4597 

SUMMARY: RECENT MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS, PARTICULARLY 
CONTENT OF SPEECHES BY KUWAIT WORKERS CONFEDERATION 
(KWC) OFFICIAL AND MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND LABOR, 
DEMONSTRATE CONTINUED GOK EFFORT, WITH SOME APPARENT 
SUCCESS, IN "DEPOLITICIZING" KUWAIT LABOR UNION 
MOVEMENT, AND SHIFTING FOCUS OF ITS ACTIVITIES TO 
BREAD AND BUTTER LABOR MATTERS. OCCASION PROVIDED 
OPPORTUNITY FOR REPRESENTATIVE OF PALESTINIAN GENERAL 
LABOR UNION TO EXPRESS NONRECOGNITION OF UN RESOLUT- 
ION 242 AND PRAISE KUWAIT'S TREAMENT OF ITS LARGE 
PALESTINIAN LABOR FORCE. END SUMMARY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 02429 041434Z 


1 . IN SEPTEMBER 1976, FOLLOWING AUGUST DISSOLUTION OF 
KUWAIT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, KUWAIT GOVERNMENT DETAINED FIVE 
TOP LEADERS OF KUWAITI WORKERS CONFEDERATION INCLUDING 
VICE PRESIDENT HUSSEIN AL-YUHA, WHO IS ALSO EDITOR OF 
KWC MAGAZINE AL-'AMAL. REFLECTING IMPROVED GOK/LABOR 
RELATIONS, ON MAY 1, 1977, YUHA SHARED PODIUM WITH 
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KUWAIT'S MINISTER OF LABOR AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS, SHAIKH 
SALEM, IN CELEBRATION OF MAY DAY AND HAILED KUWAIT 
GOVERNMENT'S "UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEMS OF KUWAIT 
LABOR" AND KUWAIT AS HAVING "MOST LIBERAL LABOR LAWS” 

IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

2. DURING MEETING SHAIKH SALEM TOOK PAINS TO DEMONSTRATE 
VERBAL SUPPORT FOR KWC, RE REPORTEDLY PLEDGED 

FROM HIS OWN FUNDS KD 10,000 ($35,000) TO KWC, ALONG 
WITH FORMER SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, KHALID 
GHUNAIM, WHO PLEDGED KD 2,000. HE RECEIVED BIG 
APPLAUSE FOR DIRECTING RADIO AND TELEVISION CAMERAS NOT 
TO CONCENTRATE ON HIM ALONE, ANNOUNCING THAT "I AM NO 
BETTER THAN MR. HUSSEIN" (KWC VP HUSSEIN AL-YUHA). 

ON SPECIFIC DEMANDS. HOWEVER, MINISTER WAS SILENT. 

KWC HAD ASKED, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT MAY DAY 
BE DELCARED A LEGAL HOLIDAY. GOK DECIDED AGAINST 
THIS FOR 1977, BUT HELD OUT HOPE FOR 1978. 

3. AL-YUHA, IN HIS SPEECH, MADE SEVERAL DEMANDS ON 
BEHALF OF LABOR MOVEMENT IN WHAT AMOUNTED TO KWC PLAT- 
FORM FOR COMING YEAR, ALL OF THEM STRESSING ECONOMIC 
ISSUES: 

A) EQUALITY IN LEGISLATION AND TREATMENT BETWEEN 
PRIVATE SECTOR WORKERS AND THOSE IN PUBLIC SECTOR (AL- 
YUHA MENTIONED SPECIFICALLY PAID WEEKEN DAYS, ANNUAL 
HOLIDAYS, GUARANTEES AGAINST DISMISSAL, AND STANDARDIZATION 
OF TERMINATION BENEFITS); 

B) CURBS ON INFLATION; 
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C) SOLUTION TO PROBLEM OF RISING RENTS AND PROTECTION 
OF TENANTS RIGHTS, 

D) DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM FOR ALL 
NATIONALITIES; AND 

E) IMPROVEMENT OF MEDICAL AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
SERVICES. 

4. OTHER SPEAKER, DIRECTOR OF PALESTINIAN GENERAL LABOR 
UNION IN KUWAIT, ABDUL ABU ALAM, EXPRESSED NON- 
RECOGNITION OF UN RESOLUTION 242, AND PRAISED GOK FOR 
ITS TREATMENT OF PALESTINIAN LABOR, THANKING IT FOR 
"TAKING CARE OF OUR PEOPLE HERE." 

5. COMMENT: FROM VANTAGE POINT OF MAY 1977, ARREST OF 
LABOR UNION LEADERS IN SEPTEMBER 76 APPEARS TO HAVE 
BEEN A PASSING PROBLEM PROBALY BROUGHT ON MOSTLY BY 
GOK SENSITIVITY FOLLOWING DISSOLUTION OF NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY IN AUGUST. LABOR UNION LEADERS SUBSEQUENTLY 
REACHED A MODUS VIVENDI WITH GOK FOLLOWING MEETING IN 
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FALL OF 1976 WITH CROWN PRINCE AND PRIME MINISTER SHAIKH 
JABER AL- AHMED. SMOOTH MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS AND KWC 
DEMANDS LIMITED TO BREAD AND BUTTER ISSUES INDICATE THAT 
GOK APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN CONTINUING ITS 
LONG STANDING POLICY OF TRYING TO DEPOLITICIZE LABOR, 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME RECOGNIZING ITS EXISTENCE AND 
ROLE IN KUWAIT SOCIETY. HOLDING MAY DAY CELEBRATION 
WITH UNION LEADERS, SPEECHES AND RESUMPTION OF PUBLISH- 
ING OF KUWAIT UNION MAGAZINE CAN BE SEEN AS PART OF 
CAUTIOUS STEPS TOWARDS POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION NOW 
GOING ON IN KUWAIT, ALSO SUGGESTED BY AMIR'S PROMISES 
REGARDING REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION. (AIRGRAM 
IN PREPARATION WILL PROVIDE FUTHER DETAILS ON KUWAIT 
LABOR SCENE SINCE SEPTEMBER ARRESTS.) 

MAESTRONE 
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